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On June 4, the Christian Science Monitor reported that Larry Birns, director of the independent
Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA), told the US House subcommittee on western hemispheric
affairs that Congress should act to suspend funds available to the Guatemalan military via Economic
Support Funds (ESF). ESF are disbursed to governments and institutions at the discretion of
President George Bush. Via ESF, the Guatemalan military received $115 million in 1987, and $80
million in 1989 and 1990. Birns said the Guatemalan army was responsible for the deaths of most
of the 200,000 civilians killed during the last three decades. He asserted that such performance
necessitates a "strong signal" from the US to provide sufficient motivation to the army to agree
to peace negotiations, as well as to abstain from these and other human rights violations. Birns
pointed out that while the US government has publicly expressed support for defense of human
rights in Guatemala and is aware of the army's role in these abuses, President Bush wants to send
the military $60 million in ESF funds in 1992. (Basic data from EFE, 06/04/91)
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